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Families & School Districts Seek Court Action Against State of New Mexico
Landmark Education Suit Claims Students’ Constitutional Rights Are Being Violated
SANTA FE, NM—A state-court trial will start Monday in a landmark education lawsuit that
alleges New Mexico is violating the state constitutional rights of students placed at risk.
The trial will focus on legal claims filed by the New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty (the
Center) and MALDEF (Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund) challenging
the state’s failure to provide economically disadvantaged students, English-language learners
(ELL), Native Americans, and students with disabilities with a “sufficient” education, as
guaranteed by New Mexico’s constitution.
“The children of New Mexico are intelligent and capable, and have just as much potential as
other students across the country. Unfortunately, the State has done little to invest in our
children’s future,” said Preston Sanchez, an attorney at the New Mexico Center on Law and
Poverty. “It’s time that the State be held accountable to its constitutional duty to meet the
educational needs of our students so that they may achieve not only academic success but
success in other areas of their lives. Our kids’ and our state’s future are at stake.”
While the state’s constitution mandates a “sufficient” and “uniform” education for all students in
New Mexico, a majority of public school students are unable to read, write, or do math at grade
level. The consolidated lawsuit calls for the court to order the State to provide the programming
and resources necessary for all public school students to succeed, as well as ensure that funds are
distributed equitably, including for economically disadvantaged and ELL students.
"For far too long, New Mexico has left its most vulnerable students behind, disregarding its
constitutional duty to fully support their education for all students,” said Marisa Bono,
MALDEF Southwest regional counsel. “Every New Mexico child should have the opportunity to
graduate ready to pursue their dreams and meet their full potential—this lawsuit will ensure that
opportunity."

The Center’s lawsuit, Yazzie v. State of New Mexico, was filed in March 2014 on behalf of a
group of families and school districts including Gallup, Rio Rancho, Santa Fe, Cuba,
Moriarty/Edgewood, and Lake Arthur. The families represented have children who are ELL,
Native American or economically disadvantaged and have been negatively impacted by the lack
of resources provided to New Mexico public schools.
“All I want is for my child to receive the best education possible, but my son and other Navajo
students aren’t given the educational resources they need,” said Wilhelmina Yazzie, the named
plaintiff in the Yazzie lawsuit whose son attends middle school in Gallup. “My son is a smart
and dedicated student, but I worry that he’s not getting the academic support relevant to his
native culture and language that will prepare him for college and help him succeed.”
MALDEF’s lawsuit, Martinez v. State of New Mexico, was filed in April 2014 on behalf of
parents and public schools in Española, Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Zuni, Magdalena, Las Cruces
and Gadsden. The suit alleges that the state’s inadequate funding for ELL and economically
disadvantaged students, the lack of quality pre-K programs and other problems violate state
constitution. State attorneys sought to dismiss the lawsuit, but the court denied the request and
ruled for the first time in New Mexico’s history that education is a fundamental right.
“I simply want my children to have an equal opportunity to get a good education,” said
Roberto Sanchez, a plaintiff in the Martinez case whose children attend school in Santa Fe. “I see
that my three children don't have access to what they need to get ahead. Sometimes they have
substitutes for a long time. We are simply asking that our children have a chance to get the
education they need."
The Center’s legal counsel on the case include Gail Evans, Preston Sanchez, Christopher
Sanchez, and Lauren Winkler of the Center along with co-counsel Daniel Yohalem and Mark D.
Fine. MALDEF’s lead counsel is Marisa Bono, Southwest regional counsel, and legal counsel
include staff attorneys Ernest Herrera and Jack Salmon; E. Martin Estrada, Nick Sidney and
Jessica Baril with Munger, Tolles & Olson; and David Garcia. The trial is expected to last nine
weeks.
###
The mission of the New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty is to advance economic and social
justice through education, advocacy, and litigation. The Center works with low-income New
Mexicans to improve living conditions, increase opportunities, and protect the rights of people
living in poverty. Underlying its mission is a vision of New Mexico without poverty, where all
peoples’ basic human rights are met. For more information on the Yazzie lawsuit, including
plaintiff profiles, please visit: http://nmpovertylaw.org/our-work/education-2/. For media
inquiries, please contact Maria Archuleta at (505) 255-2840 or MariaA@nmpovertylaw.org.
Founded in 1968, MALDEF is the nation’s leading Latino legal civil rights organization. Often
described as the “Latino Legal Voice for Civil Rights in America,” MALDEF promotes social
change through advocacy, communications, community education and litigation in the areas of
education, employment, immigrant rights and political access. For more information on
MALDEF, please visit: www.maldef.org. For media inquiries, please contact Sandra Hernandez
at (213) 629-2512 ext. 129 or shernandez@maldef.org.

